Detection of antigens in Alzheimer cerebrospinal fluid by monoclonal antibodies.
Monoclonal antibodies raised against cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) and human ventral forebrain from patients with Alzheimer's disease were tested against CSF pools derived from patients with Alzheimer's disease and normal controls. Antibodies that appeared to distinguish the two pools were subsequently tested against 58 CSF samples from individual Alzheimer patients, normal controls, and individuals with other neurologic diseases. The mean CSF content of two antigens was decreased in patients with Alzheimer's disease compared with controls; the mean CSF content of one of these antigens was also decreased in patients with other neurologic diseases. Although group differences could be detected, the degree of overlap did not follow for the separation of individual patients within these three groups.